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June 4, 2026 
 

The Honorable Todd Blanche 
Acting Attorney General of the United States 
U.S. Department of Justice 
950 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW 
Washington, DC 20530 
 
The Honorable T. Elliot Gaiser 
Assistant Attorney General 
U.S. Department of Justice 
950 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW 
Washington, DC 20530 
 
Subject: Request for Slip Opinion Regarding the Federal Switchblade Act (15 U.S.C. §§ 1241–
1245) 
 
 
Dear Attorney General Blanche and Assistant Attorney General Gaiser: 
 
We commend you on the Department of Justice’s (the Department) January 15, 2026, Slip 
Opinion entitled “Constitutionality of 18 U.S.C. § 1715,” regarding the mailing of firearms 
components through the United States Postal Service. We respectfully urge the Department to 
additionally consider whether the same constitutional principles articulated in this Opinion apply 
with equal force to knives that are commonly possessed for lawful purposes.  
 
The Federal Switchblade Act, 15 U.S.C. §§ 1241-1245, prohibits the introduction, manufacture 
for introduction, transportation, or distribution in interstate commerce of certain knives, 
including through the U.S. mail. These restrictions appear to implicate the same constitutional 
concerns identified by the Department in its January 15 analysis. As cited by the Department in 
that analysis, under New York State Rifle & Pistol Ass’n v. Bruen, 597 U.S. 1 (2022), such 
restrictions must be consistent with historical analogues rooted in the Nation’s regulatory 
traditions. 
 
In view of the possibility that restrictions presently imposed by the Federal Switchblade Act 
cannot be constitutionally applied, we respectfully request that the Department issue a new Slip 
Opinion addressing the Federal Switchblade Act, applying the constitutional reasoning set forth 
in its January 15, 2026, analysis.  Specifically, we request that the Department: 
 

1. Examine whether 15 U.S.C. § 1242, as applied to the interstate shipment and mailing of 
knives in common use for lawful purposes, raises constitutional concerns under the 
Second Amendment; and if concluding that this is the case, 
 



2. Direct relevant agencies, including the United States Postal Service, to cease referring for 
prosecution cases involving such conduct pending further constitutional review. 

 
A Slip Opinion regarding the Federal Switchblade Act would promote consistency in the 
Department’s constitutional analysis and provide clarity to law enforcement agencies, regulated 
parties, and the public. It would also help ensure that the Department’s enforcement policies fully 
reflect the scope of the Second Amendment as articulated by the Supreme Court. We appreciate 
your consideration of this request and welcome the opportunity to discuss this matter further. 
 
Sincerely,   
 
 
 
_________________________ 
James E. Risch 
United States Senator 
 
 


