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INTRODUCTION

Numerous laws exist in the United
States of America which provide that it
isa crime to possess certain types of

knives. Typicaly, these laws provide that
the crime has been committed upon the
mere possession of aknife of the prohib-
ited type, and no proof of criminal intent
or incipient crime is required. Other pro-
hibitionsasto knivesaretypically based
on blade length and/or mechanical move-
ment of the blade (for example, a switch-
blade).

Itisthe position of AKTI that knives
are inanimate objects, and remain so re-
gardlessof variouscharacteristics, such
aslength of blade, shape or style, the
presence or absence of ahand guard, the
label or name that has been applied to the
knife, etc. Thereareno “good knives;”
thereareno “bad knives.”

This concept, (that it isthe criminal,
and not thetool, that causesthe crime), is
long established and well recognized in
the history of our law and culture. For in-
stance, intheTorahitis stated:

“The sword is not the cause of mur-
der, and thereis no sin upon him who
made it.” Rambam, Commentary on Be-
resheis 4:23.

With respect to the very commonly
prohibited stylesor types of knives, such
as“dirk,” “dagger” or “stiletto,” thesela-
belshad meaning several hundred years
ago. But the historic distinctions have be-
come largely meaningless due to, among
other factors, advancesin metal stechnol-

ogy; developmentsin weaponstechnol o-
gy; and other cultural changes.

For instance, a style of knife, which
cameto be known asthe “stiletto,” was
developed approximately 500 years ago.
The name “stiletto” derives from the Lat-
inword “stylust.” These knivesfeatured
arelatively long blade in comparison to
thetriangular or rectangular cross section
of the blade, which tapered to a point.
Although these knives were made of iron
or steel, the latter being a derivative of
iron, metalstechnology wasin arather

layers of leather and/or chain mail. A sti-
letto was a pointer that could be used to
stab. Thestiletto wasoften used asa
companion to the sword, with the stiletto
being held in the non-dominant (typically
theleft) hand. The stiletto wasfitted with
acrossguard sothat it could be used to
parry the opponent’ ssword. One could
stab awatermelon with a stiletto and easi-
ly push the blade compl etely through the
mid-section of the fruit. However, one
could not slice awatermelon with a stilet-
to.
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“Vague laws fail to provide persons targeted by the law

or statute with guidance so that they may know exactly

what conductis prohibited and so that they may adjust,
or act, accordingly.”
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primitive state in those times. The trian-
gular or occasionally rectangular cross
section was necessary to givetheblade or
stylusstrength or rigidity.

A stiletto did not haveacutting
edge.? Rather, astiletto wasintended
purely asathrusting or stabbinginstru-
ment. The edge of astiletto blade was
not suitable for slashing or cutting, al-
though the tip might be capable of inflict-
ing ashallow wound if used in araking
manner.

The objective of the stiletto wasto
provide aweapon that could exploit the
openings or interstices of armor plate, or
perhaps pierce body armor composed of

Advancesin metallurgy have made
possible relatively flat-bladed, but equally
strong, “kitchen knives’ that can accom-
plish the same offensive purpose of the
stiletto. A knife that we would now useto
slice sections of awatermelon, and which
would be found in the typical kitchen,
would also be suitablefor thrusting
through the melon. Similarly, a modern
fisherman’sfilet knife would also be ef-
fective for inflicting a stabbing wound,
perhaps through 16% century body armor.
Thesetypical, everyday kitchen knives
and sportsmen’ skniveswere not designed
to beweapons, despitethefact that they
could bereadily used as such, and still be
useful for everyday common and lawful
purposes.



AKTI

AMERICAN

INSTITUTE

EQULARTE » PADMUTE «~ INFROHE

Over theyears, there has been aten-
dency to apply the label “ stiletto” to
knives with arelatively flat or shallow
wedge-shaped cross section, and which
would have asharpened cutting edge ca-
pable of being used for slicing. The label
“stiletto” has also been applied to atype
or style of woman’s shoe. Itisnot at all
unlikely that alarge segment of the popu-
lation is more likely to associate stiletto
with atype of woman'’s footwear than asa
type of weapon. Moreover, avery small
percentage of the population can be ex-
pected to have any appreciation for the
type of weapon which came to be known
in 16" century Italy asthe stiletto.

The United States Constitution pro-
vides, and has been interpreted to require,
that laws must not be so vague that per-
sons of common intelligence must neces-
sarily guess at their meaning and might
differ asto their application® Vague laws
fail to provide personstargeted by the law
or statute with guidance so that they may
know exactly what conduct is prohibited
and so that they may adjust, or act, ac-
cordingly. Moreover, vague laws, by fail-
ing to provide explicit standards for those
who apply them, “impermissibly delegate
basic policy matters to policemen, judges,
and juries for resolution on anad hoc and
subjectivebasis, with the attendant dan-
gers of arbitrary and discriminatory appli-
cation.”*

A vague law is especialy problemat-
ic where “the uncertainty induced by the
statute threatensto inhibit the exercise of
constitutionally protected rights.”® The
Second Amendment to the United States
Constitution createsaconstitutional right
to keep and bear arms, which includes
armsin the classic traditional sense,
meaning weapons, along with a subset of
arms referred to as “firearms.”

A common pattern in knife legisla-
tion has been to prohibit the carrying of
certain specified types of knives or weap-
ons, such asa“ stiletto” or “dagger,” with-

out adefinition of the prohibited type. In
aworld or culture where the word “ stilet-
to” hasso substantially deviated fromits
original meaning, there is too much po-
tential that a criminal conviction for pos-
sessing a“stiletto” could betheresult of
an arbitrary and/or discriminatory appli-
cation or process of law. An otherwise
law-abiding citizen should not be ad-
judged a criminal simply because what
may once have been acommonly recog-
nized label is now widely misunderstood.

R I I b I b b b I S S

“AKTIl does not endorse
laws which simply
criminalize the possession
of knives or other such
tools.”
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AKTI does not endorse lawswhich
simply criminalize the possession of
knives or other such tools. A criminally-
inclined person can easily substitutea
very common tool to take the place of a
prohibited, or perhaps politically incor-
rect, style or type of knife. For example,
on September 11, 2001, a handful of
criminal terrorists on each of four com-
mercial passenger airplanes used box cut-
tersto slay theflight crewsand convert
the airplanes into human-guided missiles.
Although box cutterswere not designed
to be aweapon, they proved to be very
effectiveassuch.

AKTI suggests that law-abiding citi-
zens should be ableto carry knives and
cutting tools without arbitrary and inef-
fectiverestrictions asto blade shape,
style, length or other such characteristics.
Although it may be prudent to prohibit
weapons of any type from being intro-
duced into certain settings such as court
facilities.

AKTI further suggeststhat to the ex-
tent there are existing laws which prohibit
the possession or carrying of certaintypes
of knives, these laws must be construed
narrowly and with deference to the Unit-
ed States Constitutional requirement of
due process, aswell astheright reserved
to the citizens by the United States Con-

stitution and the Constitutions of various
states to keep and bear arms. AKTI en-
couragesthoseinvolvedin law enforce-
ment and the administration of criminal
justiceto be guided by these definitions.
Peoplein these rolestypically take an oath
to uphold the United States, aswell asthe
applicable State Constitution.

It must be noted that although these
definitions are approved by AKTI, AKTI
cannot require any particular officer or
court to observethem. Accordingly,

AKT]I cannot beresponsible for any ad-
verse consequences deriving from the mis-
application or failure to apply these
recommended definitions.

APPROVED
DEFINITIONS

ARKANSASTOOTHPICK —-A
fanciful name for alarge, straight-
bladed knife. See the below Defini-
tion and Comments as to “Bowie
Knife.”

BALLISTICKNIFE—-A device
by which a blade becomes separ at-
ed from thehandleand ispropelled
or becomesamissile, utilizing ener -
gy stored by some mechanism with-
inthedevice. A ballisticknifedoes
not includeacrossbow, spear gun,
or archery bow. Further,theterm
ballisticknifedoesnot includean
implement described or labeled asa
“throwing knife” unlesstheblade of
such throwing knife becomes sepa-
rated from thehandleduring the
intended and normal useof thede-
vice.

Comments: The distinguishing fea-
ture of abalistic knife isthat the blade
can be launched or propelled as a projec-
tile or missile separate from the handle.
The AKTI suggested rule of thumb isthat
if the blade is not separated and propelled
from the handle mechanically, it isnot a
ballistic knife.

A version of aballistic knife was pro-
duced in limited quantities for the Soviet-
eramilitary. These devices utilized a
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blank-firearm-type cartridge to propel the
blade.

Other variations of propelled-blade
knives have been produced in limited
quantities utilizing spring action to sepa-
rate and propel the blade. The notion of a
ballistic knife is more chimerical and fan-
ciful than realistic or practical. AKTI
suggeststhat it would be amisnomer to
classify any such device asaknife.

BOWIE KNIFE-Itistheposi-
tion of AKTI that theterm “ Bowie
Knife” istoo vague and cannot be
satisfactorily defined with suffi-
cient precision. Accordingly, any
law which providesan offense has
been committed by onewho pos-
sessesor carriesa“ BowieKnife” is
constitutionally defective.

Comments: In September of 1827,

asmall group of individuals gathered on a

sand bar along the river at Natchez, Mis-
sissippi for the purpose of fighting aduel.
The members of this group included
James Bowie, who was actually a“ sec-
ond” rather than one of the two principals
totheduel. At some point, the orderly
conventionsof the duel were abandoned,
and a melee developed, during which
Bowie sustai ned three separate gun-shot
wounds, several edged-weapon wounds,
and other trauma. Using a knife of some
type, Bowie inflicted fatal wounds on two
opponents.

Thereis no known definitive descrip-
tion or drawing of the knife that Bowie
used in the 1827 Natchez sand bar fight.
Thewhereabouts or disposition of the
knife is similarly unknown.

Bowi €' ssuccessin that encounter
caused him to achieve considerable celeb-
rity, and the term “Bowie Knife” quickly
entered the lexicon. Everyone wanted a
knife like that of Bowie, athough few
knew exactly what it looked like.

In the late 1820s and early 1830s,
schools of knife fighting were established
in and around New Orleans, Louisianato
teach the technique of fighting with the
“Arkansas Toothpick” and/or “Bowie
Knife.”® Concurrently, states in the lower

Mississippi drainage acted to outlaw such
knives. Typical of these was the Tennes-
see Law at Chapter 137 of the Acts of
1837-38, which provided as follows:
“Any person who carriesunder his
cloths, or conceal ed about hisperson, a
Bowie Knife, Arkansas Toothpick, or oth-
er weapon of like form, shape, or size, is
guilty of a misdemeanor, ...” Section
6630 of Shannon’s Code (Tennessee).

While these laws have been kept “on
the books” by legidlativeinertiain thein-
tervening 170 or so years, the label
“Bowie Knife” has been applied to awide
variety of styles. No agreement exists
among historians as to exactly what con-
stitutes aBowie Knife. Given this uncer-
tainty and alack of agreement among
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“If historians who have
studied and researched the
topic are incapable of
agreeing on a definition of
Bowie Knife, then ordinary
persons are not given
sufficient guidance so that
they may know exactly what
Is or is not prohibited.”
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peoplewho have exhaustively studied and
researched thetopic, AKTI suggeststhat
“Bowie Knife,” and for that matter “Ar-
kansas Toothpick,” are terms simply too
generalized and vague, and about which
there would be too much potential for in-
consistent application asto be enforce-
able under the United States Constitution.

If historianswho have studied and
researched the topic are incapable of
agreeing on a definition of Bowie Knife,
then ordinary persons are not given suffi-
cient guidance so that they may know ex-
actly what is or is not prohibited.

DAGGER —A knife-likeobj ect
having afixed bladeuniquely suit-
ablefor inflicting a stabbing-type
wound; lacking an effective cutting
edge; and not having some com-
mon lawful pur pose.
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Comments: Many knives which
have a point, or even what would be rec-
ognized asasharp point, nevertheless
have a common, lawful purpose because
the knivesalso have an effective cutting
edge. Similarly, thereis alarge universe
of tools which would be suitable for in-
flicting a stabbing wound and lack an ef-
fective cutting edge. Some typical
examples would include ice picks, awls,
scribes, carpenter’ s chiselsor gouges, en-
graver’stools, screwdrivers, etc. Accord-
ingly, the clauses within the definition are
joined with a conjunctive (and) rather
than a disjunctive (or). A knife or knife-
like object having the elements of this
definition would be primarily useful asa
weapon for either offensive or defensive
purposes.

AKTI notes that Section 5.07 of the
Model Penal Code, captioned “Prohibited
Offensive Weapons,” provides:

... “Offensive Weapon” means any
bomb, machine gun, sawed-off shotgun,
firearm specially made or specially adapt-
ed for concealment or silent discharge, a
blackjack, sandbag, metal knuckles, dag-
ger, or other implement for the infliction
of seriousbodily injury that servesno
common lawful purpose (Model Penal
Code Section 5.07 - emphasis supplied).

Obviously, abomb isan offensive
weapon. However, the Model Penal
Code essentially outlawsdl bombs. The
authors of the Model Penal Code do not
define dagger, and offer no explanation as
to why thistype of knife would be suit-
able only for offensive usesand why it
would have no other common, lawful pur-
pose. AKTI suggeststhat aknifewith an
effective cutting edge, or even two cutting
edges, can be auseful tool for innumera-
ble lawful and especially defensive pur-
poses. Similarly, there are numerous
cutting or carving taskswhich require a
sharp point. A definition of dagger which
would criminalize knives with one or
more effective cutting edges, simply be-
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cause it would also be capable of inflict-
ing astabbing wound, isoverly broad and
ignoresthereality that almost any cutting
tool can be used as aweapon.

The AKTI suggested rule of thumbis
that if it folds, has an effective cutting
edge, or acommon lawful purpose, it is
not adagger.

DIRK —A knife-like object hav-
ing afixed bladeuniquely suitable
for inflicting a stabbing-type
wound; lacking an effective cutting
edge; and not having some com-
mon lawful purpose.

Comments: Dirk is often used inter-
changeably with dagger, stiletto or other
weapons of the same general category,
such as baselard, quillon, main gauche,
etc. Itisthe position of AKTI that the
definition of stiletto, dagger and dirk
should effectively be the same.

A modicum of research will reveal
that what isnow understood to bethe
“classic” or historically correct example
of a“dirk” developed in mid-17th century
Scotland.” Thistype of knife generally
had one cutting edge with perhaps an op-
posing “swedge” & near thetip. The En-
glish government passed “ Disarming
Acts’ in 1716 and 1725 in response to
Scottishuprisings. These Actsfocused
on, among other things, Scottish swords
and dirks. After another Scottish uprising
in 1745-1746, the government outlawed
kilts, clan tartans and other indicia of
Scottish culture. It may bethat thereisa
historical “anti-dirk” biasin Anglo-Amer-
ican law.

In the first half of the 19" century, a
type of short sword, labeled the “ navel
dirk,” began to appear.® The naval dirk
seems to have been more ceremonial than
practical and wasissued to or carried by
mid-shipmen or young officersin train-
ing. Thisshort sword was abandoned as

the 19" century cameto aclose. In any
event, the naval dirk bears almost no re-
semblance to the Scottish dirk which de-
veloped 200 years earlier. It is mentioned
here to show that |abel s are often adopted
or applied to different types of knives.

GRAVITY KNIFE — A specific
typeof knifeasissued toWorld
War || German paratr ooper
(Fallschirmjager) units. Gravity
knifeshould not apply to any other
typeor styleof knifeunlessitisa
substantial copy of the German
par atr ooper knife.

Comments. There was perhaps a
time in the post-World War |1 period ex-
tending into the mid-1950s, when souve-
nir German military paratrooper’s knives,
brought back to this country, were rou-
tinely carried. These knives are rare and
have long since become highly sought af -
ter by collectors.

A computer-assi sted search of report-
ed cases from all American jurisdictions
reveals no mention of the term “gravity
knife” before 1961. The frequency of
prohibitionsagainst “ gravity knives’ in
various state lawsislikely the result of
the fact that anti-switchblade laws at the
federal and state level were hurriedly
passed in the mid-1950s at a time when
German World War |1 paratrooper knives
were carried by some individuals.

In normal use, the gravity knife was
held in avertical alignment with the front
of the handlein the down position. De-
pressing asmall lever or switch on the
handl e of the knife rel eased the blade,
and the gravitational force of the earth
pulled it down and into a position where
it mechanically latched or locked into the
open position. Asan alternativeto gravi-
ty, the user could generate centrifugal
force by aflourishing movement of the
arm, along with a coordinated release of
the lever, and the blade would move into
the open and locked position by means of
inertia. This more flamboyant method
was preferred by teens of the late 1950s
(seebelow discussion asto Switchblades)
and explains why many of the laws dating
from the mid-to-late 1950s, which pro-
scribed switchblade knives, also apply to

so-called “inertiaknives.” Theintent was
to include the Fallschirmjager knife.

Fallschirmjager knives are, of
course, limited in number and typically
command prices in the range of $500.00
to $750.00. Detailed photographs and
additional information as to Fallschirm-
jager knivesisavailable on the internet,
and there is a certain commerce in these
knivesthrough on-line auction services.
The AKTI suggested rule of thumb isthat
if it is not a German World War 1l para-
trooper or Fallschirmjager knife, then it
is not agravity knife.

It should be noted that this para-
trooper’ sknifewas not designed asa
weapon, but rather asatool to be used by
an unfortunate paratrooper who became
entangled in atree during adescent. The
blade could be exposed with only one
hand and could be used to cut the shroud
lines, the harness, or perhaps small
branches.

INERTIA KNIFE — Seediscus-
son and Comments relative to Gravi-
ty Knife.

SWITCHBLADE —A knife
with abladethat isexposed in an
automatic way and moved from the
closed position to the open position
exclusively by therelease of acom-
pressed spring. A switchblade
knifedoesnot includeaknifethat
openswith onehand, utilizing
thumb pressureapplied tothe
bladeor toathumb stud or declivi-
ty on theblade, nor does switch-
bladeinclude a knifewith a blade
that can be opened by meansof in-
ertiaor other such force produced
by hand, wrist, arm or other bodily
movement, provided that theknife
hasadetent or other system that
providesresistancewhich must be
overcomein opening theblade, or
that providesabiasor springload
toward the closed position.

Comments: Blackboard Jungle, a
movie set in an urban high school, wasre-
leased in March of 1955. The movie gen-
erated an extraordinary level of
excitement among American youth.
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“The AKTI suggested rule is thatif the blade is exposed
or moved into the cutting position simply by pushing a
button or switch on the handle, and with no other input

or movement of the hand, wrist or any thumb or finger, it

Is a switchblade. If you have to push the blade with
your thumb, or if you have to jerk or pronate your wrist
to open the blade, itis not a switchblade.”
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Glenn Ford was cast in the role of an
ethical, well-intentioned teacher named
Richard Dadier, where he was opposed by
the switchblade-wielding gang leader,
Artie West, played by Vic Morrow. West
derisively referred to Dadier as “Dadio,”
aname which quickly entered the teen
lexicon as aterm of disrespect for teach-
ersor adult authority figures.1

In October of 1955, Rebel Without a
Cause, featuring James Dean in therole
of adisaffected teenager, was released.
This movie included a knife confrontation
scene, which came to be a common fea-
ture in youth movies of that era. Teenag-
ersadopted not only thelanguage, but the
clothing and props of the moviefigures,
whichincluded switchblades.

The response was similar to that of
the English government in reaction to the
Scottish uprisings of the early 1700s—
Disarming Acts (see above Comments as
to Dirk). Many states moved quickly to
outlaw switchblades with the Federal
government enacting legislation in 1958,
banning the production of switchblades
for interstate commerce or sending
switchblades through the mail.

Switchblade knives had been manu-
factured and widely sold sincethe early
20 century. Until these knives were stig-
matized by movies such as Blackboard
Jungle, they were commonly used by
farmers and blue-collar workers through-
out thefirst half of the 20" century who
wanted a convenient way to open apock-
etknife for some everyday task. Begin-
ning in the mid-to-late 1950s, the
switchblade took the place of the black
handlebar mustache as a mark of the the-
atrical villain. In retrospect, the switch-

blade laws of the 1950s were an expedi-
ency of guestionable constitutionality hur-
riedly passed to address aproblem greatly
magnified, if not created, by the moviein-
dustry.

Switchblades are also sometimes re-
ferred to as” Automatics.” Itisthe posi-
tion of AKTI that a“ Switchblade™ or
“Automatic” isaknife in which the blade
is open or exposed solely by means of
stored mechanical energy released by a
switch or the triggering mechanism, typi-
cally abutton located on the handle of the
knife. Accordingly, aknifein which there
is some spring or mechanical assist would
be excluded from this definition, provid-
ed that thereis some bias or aspring load
to the closed position and which must be
overcome by thumb, finger or other man-
ual movement applied to the blade.

The AKTI suggested ruleisthat if
the blade is exposed or moved into the
cutting position simply by pushing abut-
ton or switch on the handle, and with no
other input or movement of the hand,
wrist or any thumb or finger, itisa
switchblade. If you haveto pushthe
blade with your thumb, or if you haveto
jerk or pronate your wrist to open the
blade, it is not a switchblade.

STILETTO —A knife-likeob-
ject having afixed blade uniquely
suitablefor inflicting a stabbing-
typewound; lacking an effective
cutting edge; and not having some
common lawful purpose.

Comments. See Comments relative
to“Dagger,” as set forth above.
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See Appendix and drawings that follow.

1The Book of the Sword, Richard F.
Burton, Shatto and Windus, London
1884.

2Daggers & Fighting Knives of the
Western World, Harold L. Peterson,
Wadker & Company, New York, 1968,
page 50.

3Smith v. Gogan, 415 US 5666
(1974).

4Garyned v. City of Rockford, 408
US 104 (1972).

SColautti v. Franklin, 439 US 379
(1979).

5The Complete Book of Knife Fight-
ing, William L. Cassidy, Paladin Press,
1975.

’Daggers & Fighting Knives of the
Western World, Harold L. Peterson,
Wadker & Company, New York, 1968,
page 60.

8A swedgeistypically beveled, asif
to form acutting edge, but is not finished
or ground to form an actual effective cut-
ting edge.

9 Daggers & Fighting Knives of the
Western World, Harold L. Peterson,
Wadter & Company, New York, 1968,
page 67.

10 “...who walks into the classroom
cool and slow, who callsthe English
teacher Daddy-O...” Linesfrom a popu-
lar song: “Charlie Brown,” by the Coast-
ers, circa 1958-1959.

AKTI's Protocol for
Measuring Knife Blade
Length is available at
www.akti.org
or printed copies can
be requested from the
Executive Director
(307) 587-8296 or
email:akti@akti.org.
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APPENDI X

Straight Razor — No Lock

In the typica folding knife the blade swings or
pivots in an arc of approximately 180° from the closed
position to the open position. Without some means of
providing a bias or lock to the closed postion, the
knife could smply swivel open unexpectedly—for in-
stance, while in the user’s pocket exposing the blade
and creating a potentia for injury.

i
An old-fashioned “straight razor” is an example of E}
afolding knife-like device with no bias or other such o
mechanism to hold it in either the closed, or for that
metter, the open position. (See Figure 1)
Folding Pocket Knife
A common design for providing a spring-loaded bias
to both the closed and fully open position utilizes a spring
FOLDING POCKET KNIFE which applies pressure against the base of the blade near
the pivot point. Thisis referred to as the “dip joint knife.”
Direction of Spring Load Spring (See Figure 2) The direction of the spring load is from the

outer edge of the blade toward the center of the pivot hole.
(See Figure 2)

When the blade is in the fully open position, the force
or load of the back spring tends to keep the blade in the
fully open position. (See Figure 2A)

When the blade is in the fully closed postion (Figure

2C), the pressure of the back spring similarly tends to hold
the blade closed within the handle of the knife.

Opening the blade requires aforce to create a cam-
ming action. For the first 45° of pivot, there is a bias to-
ward the closed position. After the blade has been pivoted
toward the open position in an arc of gpproximately 135°,
there is a bias toward the fully open position. Such bias
toward the open position, which begins at approximately
135°, is often capable of moving the blade to the fully open
position. This, however, does not cause the knife to other-

(Drawings provided by Buck Knives wise be classified as a Switchblade.
and are the property of AKTI.)
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FOLDING KNIFE with LOCK FEATURE

Figure 3

Folding Knife with Lock
Figure 3 is a smple variation which utilizes a notch or
mortise at the back of the blade into which a tenon or pro-
jection of the spring locks when the blade is pivoted to the

fully open pogtion.

Another method of providing a bias to the closed posi-
tion and/or resistance which must be overcome to manual-
ly open the blade of a folding knife utilizes a spring load
applied against the side of the blade.

Figure 4

In Appreciation

A specid thanksto Daniel C. Lawson, Esquire, of Meyer,
Darragh, Bucker, Bebenek & Eck, P.L.L.C, Pittsburgh, PA,
for his authorship and revisions of the AKTI APPROVED
KNIFE DEFINITIONS.
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Detent and Bias

Typicaly, there is asmall depression or detent on the
blade near the pivot hole. When the blade is in the fully
closed position, this detent is engaged by a ball partialy
embedded or set in the spring. (See Figure 4)

Opening the blade requires sufficient force to overcome
the spring load, and, by camming action, force the ball
against the load and out of the detent. Asthe blade swings
or pivots in the arc toward the fully open position, the
spring load continues to exert pressure, and accordingly,
friction, which must be overcome to move the blade.

FOLDING KNIFE WITH LOCKING LINER

Spring

AKTI Executive Committee

Board of Regents
A.G. RusHll, CEO, A.G. Russl Knives
Les de Asis, President, Benchmade Knife Co.
CJ Buck, President, Buck Knives Inc.
Mike Jones, Vice President, Gerber Legendary Blades, Inc.
Jack lgarashi, President, Kershaw Knives
Eugene Shadley, President, Knifemakers Guild
Thomas Arrowsmith, President, W.R. Case & Sons Cutlery

Advisory Board Members
James Furgal, President, Camillus Cutlery Co.
Les Edelstein, President, Moteng, Inc.

Carl George, President, National Independent Cutlery Assn (NICA)
Paul C. Lin, General Manager, Progressive Team Inc. (Taiwan)
Spencer Frazer, President, SOG Specialty Knives & Tools, Inc.

David Hall, President, United Cutlery Brands

Jan Billeb, AKTI Executive Director
David Kowalski, AKTI Communications Coordinator, Newsl etter Editor
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